This is a truly epistemological issue and the root of contradictory expectations that jostle together around this question. What is at stake is the definition of the Jews as a people, which evidently derives from how the State of Israel, that after this migration became the figurehead of the Jewish collective condition, had to be understood.
The Eclipse of the Political Dimension
My interpretation will stress the political assumption that the Jews are a people. But we have to recognize here that we still face an unresolved issue, even if it is a crucial one for understanding the framework of contemporary Jewish existence. How were these two huge phenomena constructed in the symbolic realm: the destruction of the Ashkenazi European world and of the Sephardi North African and Middle Eastern world?
Until today, the sole European migration-after the Shoah-has been constructed only according to the humanitarian interpretation. That is why the 'memory' pattern prevailed over the political one. It is characterized by four components stressing suffering, the victim ethos, the generalization of its reality, and an almost religious symbolical system, i.e., its sacralization. From this perspective the Jewish population is understood not in political, but rather in ethnic terms.
In contrast, Jewish migration from the Arab Muslim world has remained a forgotten matter, not even recognized as a memory. Comparatively, certain facts acted upon the minimization of this tragedy: even if an entire world did disappear between 1940 and 1970, Jews were not massively exterminated as in Europe. Paradoxically, this trauma has been linked with the discriminatory manner in which this population has been treated in Israel, more than with the exclusion and expulsion to which they were subjected in their native country. I have tried to build a pattern of variables for the expulsion-exclusion of Jews in Arab Muslim countries. It shows that the same processes occur, more or less, and at different periods of time.387
